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Organiser Prof. Thoen, Erik, Ghent University, Gent, Belgium (Presenting author) 
  
Abstract text 

The extent and long-term trends of growth differed considerably among rural areas in Europe, and explaining 
divergent regional growth trajectories in late medieval and early modern times remains problematic. A relatively new 
avenue of research focuses on how differences in social structures might contribute to explain these different 
trajectories. In this session, comparative studies about the relation between social/economic inequality and economic 
growth in the countryside will be presented. Preference will be given to studies that focus on a regional level. Indeed, 
contrary to mainstream research that adopts a national historical framework, research is progressively demonstrating 
that one must start at the local and regional levels to explain divergent growth paths, since in the preindustrial period, 
economic activities were predominantly organized on such levels. The presented papers should be based on new 
sources and/or or new comparative research. Studies introducing new research methodologies are also welcome.This 
session is organized by the CORN Research network and the results will be published in a CORN-Series-book or/and 
as collective articles. 
  
Co-organisers and presenters: Co-organiser 1: Erik Thoen, Ghent University, Belgium Co-organiser 2: Guido 

Alfani, Bocconi University, Italy *** presenter 1 (confirmed) : Erik Thoen, Ghent 
University, Belgium *** presenter 2 (confirmed) Guido Alfani, Bocconi 
University, Italy *** presenter 3 (confirmed): Matteo Di Tullio, Bocconi 
University, Italy ***Other papers are forseen but still provisional (please do NOT 
mention them yet on the website of the conference): -Davide Cristoferi (I) -Pinar 
Ceylan (T) -José Vincente Serrao (P) -Erik Bengtsson (S) -Eric Vanhaute (B) -Bas 
van Bavel (NL) -Jane Whittle (UK) A double session is likely but we will let you 
know in January 2017 if we need it. 

  
   
    

 


