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Abstract text 

For several years now, discussions about living standards and social inequalities, and more recently the debate on the 
industrious revolution in European societies, have revealed the need to rethink the working methodology in social 
history studies, especially with regard to rural areas. First, we have recognized the need to consider not just wages as 
indicators of working class living standards, as was the case for a long time, but also other forms of income, which we 
need to analyse together, and which often force us to revise and reinterpret the available series of wages. Secondly, 
this line of revision and reinterpretation has created the need to consider households as units of observation to study 
the composition of the different types of income that could have affected different family economies. Thirdly, the 
analysis of consumption and wealth levels through probate inventories presents some important problems of 
representativeness regarding workers and humble social groups. Therefore, it is required to measure accurately the 
social biases of probate inventories and their regional differences, as well as the possibilities of complementing this 
source with other types of data. Rethinking the methodology of analysis as suggested would allow to detect processes 
of change and social dynamics that may have gone unnoticed until now.The papers are based on the following lines of 
enquiry: 1) the way in which the diversity of wages rates creates opportunities that, if sustained over time, promote 
enrichment or accumulation among rural workers. 2) the impact of different ways of obtaining income - and 
accumulating wealth - on social dynamics and processes of social differentiation. 3) the use of data on consumption, 
obtained from inventories, to detect social changes. 
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