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The aim of the panel is to analyse the relationship between the supply needs of the European armies 

in the early modern period (XVI-XVIII centuries) and the production and the commerce of wheat and 

rye. In recent years the topic of military supplies achieved resounding success, just think about the 

international conference held in Leiden in 2011 “War, the State and Entrepreneurs in Early Modern 

Europe“ or to the books edited among others by David Parrott, John Lynn, Rafael Torres Sanchez. 

The Early Modern period is a moment of huge increase in the number of men in the armies, with 

important changes both looking at the structure of the armies themselves and to the functioning and 

the organisation of the logistical structures. The situation was not exactly the same all-over Europe, 

according to different military needs and economic, social and institutional characters of each area. 

In particular, we want to focus on a specific topic within this framework: how to feed the troops? 

Given that wheat was the main nourishment for the soldiers, this question is intrinsically linked to 

another one: how to guarantee an adequate production (or at least availability) and distribution of 

grain or other kinds of foods, such as rye? This question had to consider obviously not only military 

needs, but also the needs of the civilians, especially rural ones – in terms of food needs but also 

economic and agricultural needs. In this context, the panel wants to address the following research 

questions:  

- The role played by the state and by private entrepreneurs in the functioning of the logistical 

structure of European armies – roles that had not to be necessarily opposed or starkly 

separated; 

- The national and international trade of grain and rye for military purposes; 

- The participants: producers, merchants, contractors;  

- The effects of military needs on the agricultural structure in various European areas: did the 

requests from the armies affect the agricultural production (in terms of both quantity and 

typology) of a specific area? If there was an increase in wheat or rye production, was it a state 

imposition or an effect of a greater profitability? 

- The effects of supply request on grain and rye prices: the state purchase of food could affect 

positively (from the point of view of the producers) or negatively (from the point of view of 

the buyers) the grain and rye markets. How it happened? How changed the situation given the 

increased internationalisation of wheat market from the eighteenth century onward?  

- Finally, how military needs affected civilian needs? In other words, were famines or food 

shortage situations directly linked to an increase of requests from the armies? 

All these questions are posed from a comparative point of view; the aim is to analyse various 

European areas, in order to underline common trends and/or differences on the medium-long run. 

Paper proposals on every European area in the period considered are welcome. The proposals had to 

be sent before 31st January 2017 to Giulio Ongaro (giulio.ongaro@univr.it).  
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